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Originally published in 1988, Mesa Verde National Park: Shadows of the Centuries is an engaging

and artfully illustrated history of an enigmatic assemblage of canyons and mesas tucked into the

southwestern corner of Colorado. Duane A. Smith recounts the dramatic 1888 "discovery" of the cliff

dwellings and other Anasazi ruins and the ensuing twenty-year campaign to preserve them. Smith

also details the resulting creation of a national park in 1906 and assesses the impact of more recent

developments - railroads and highways, air pollution, and the growing significance of tourism - on

the park's financial and ecological vitality. This revised and completely redesigned edition includes

more than 50 illustrations and will be enjoyed by readers interested in environmental, Western, and

Colorado history.
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This book provides a good, readable history of Mesa Verde National Park. It begins with the Ancient

Puebloans themselves, but gives most of its attention to Anglo exploration and archaeology, the

womenâ€™s groups who campaigned for the park, and the history of Park Service management

here. Youâ€™ll find a little bit of everything, including concessioners, wildfires, gateway

communities, and relations with the Ute Mountain tribe. In a short book, that breadth obviously

comes at the expense of depth.

Great book with diverse research and comprehensive. Easy to read and understand.

Recommended for those interested in our indian past in the US.



Great book on Mesa Verde.
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